
SAN LUIS BAY 

State Tidelands Grant, 1955 

The Port San Luis Harbor District, located on the Central 
California Coast in San Luis Obispo County, is a major center for 
commercial, recreational and industrial activities. 

The coastline (8,400 acres of State tidelands) is under the control 
of the District and represents a fascinating interaction between 
land, water, and human enterprise. Since the Port's development 
in the late 1800s, the harbor has served a critical function in the 
economy, and in the identity, of San Luis Obispo County. 

The importance of the harbor was recognized by the local 
community in 1953 by voting for the formation of the Harbor 
District. At that time, the Harbor District served purely 
commercial harbor functions, which were enterprise in nature. 
Commercial fishing, agricultural exports and a marine oil terminal 
were the primary cargoes transferred at the harbor. At the time, 
these functions provided much of the funding required for the 
District to operate through the collection of wharfage and rental 
income. Uses of the harbor included: (3) commercial piers, 
commercial fishing, recreational boating, marine repairs, and the 
wholesale processing of fresh fish, including abalone processing. 

The State Legislature gave impetus to the development of the 
harbor in 1954 by approving the local vote and formation of the 
Harbor District (State Harbor & Navigation Code Section 6000 et 
seq.) and (1955) by granting to the District those state-owned 
tidelands encompassing the whole San Luis Bay (Chapter 647 of 
Statutes of 1955, as amended by Chapter 302 of Statutes of 
1957). Harbor Districts are formed to (Code 6012 [d]) improve 
and develop the harbor including "dredging, ship ways, berths, 
anchorage and turning basins, the construction of jetties, 
breakwaters, bulkheads, seawalls, wharves, ferry slips, 
warehouses, roads and spurs tracks or line railroads...". 



The tidelands granted (Chapter 647 - 1955; Chapter 302 - 
amended 1957) to the Harbor District by the State of California, 
were mandated "to be used for harbor, aviation, wharves, docks, 
piers, slips, quays, and other structures." The land was also "to 
be used for establishment of public buildings, parks, playgrounds, 
public recreation, public fishing, and public access and public 
navigation." 

The State tidelands grant mandates specific functions that the 
District must guarantee for public use. The grant mandates that 
the District provide "facilities and appliances necessary or 
convenient for the promotion and accommodation of commerce 
and commercial as well as recreational navigation by air and by 
water." It also mandates that "the State of California shall have 
at all times the right to use, without charge, all wharves, docks, 
piers, slips, quays or any other improvements and facilities 
constructed on said lands." 

The original intent of Port San Luis to obtain the State Tidelands 
Grant was to develop a public harbor to meet the needs of the 
people of the state. The tidelands grant was based on this 
objective, and mandated that the District also provide 
recreational and visitor-serving uses within the granted lands. 
The Harbor District, while complying with the State Lands 
Commission's directive, has recognized the need to provide 
additional non-enterprise services to ensure the enjoyment, 
safety, and access of the State granted lands. 

Harbor District Functions since the Harbor District's formation, 
the Port has taken on more than just harbor enterprise (oil 
industry and commercial fishing) functions. As a result of the 
California Coastal Act of 1976, the District has been required to 
provide non-enterprise coastal-dependent visitor-serving and 
recreation uses. The Coastal Act Section 30701 also declares that 
the Ports of the State of California, constitutes one of the State's 
primary economic and coastal resources and are an essential 
element of the national maritime (including recreational ) 
industries. 



In 1984, the State and County gave the Avila State Beach and 
Pier properties to the Harbor District. Avila Beach is the most 
popular beach in San Luis Obispo County, and contains many 
amenities and services that the Harbor District provides to the 
public. These amenities or services include: public rest rooms, 
maintenance of beach/buildings, maintenance of the 1,630-foot 
Avila Pier, utility costs, and lifeguard and security services. 

Harford Pier, which is another public access pier, has been 
designated a national historic structure by the California State 
Historic Preservation Office. The State Historic Preservation 
Office, as a result, has required the Harbor District to preserve 
and restore the pier, which serves a major commercial and 
recreational fishing function. In addition, the California State 
Department of Forestry has required the District to upgrade the 
pier with fire safety devices including the construction of a fire 
sprinkler system under the entire 1,424-foot pier, at substantial 
cost to the District. 

The Harbor District has implemented and provided new coastal 
access facilities within Avila Beach area, by improvements to 
beach launching ramps, construction of public rest rooms and 
handicap access to the facilities. The District has also assisted in 
providing access to the Pecho Coast and Point San Luis 
Lighthouse, where access has never before been provided. The 
District wishes to continue to provide coastal access in 
compliance with California Coastal Act Section 30212. Tax 
revenues for the Harbor District fund many non-enterprise public 
programs. These tax funded improvements are essential in 
maintaining and enhancing the community's use of the public 
facilities at Port San Luis. 

 

The full text of the State Tidelands Grant (State Lands Commission) 
[Chapter 647 of California Statutes of 1955, as amended by Chapter 302 of 
Statutes of 1957 follows]: 
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(a) TI¡a¡ said lands shail be used by said district,, auri its
sucecssors, fol the -cstablishment, inpiovement and' conduot
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(l) bþtween the st¿te ôf calilornia aud Þo"t san lruis T¡¿',s-

13, 1951, as au,encled Ma¡eh
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. all lanris grauted by this p
revert atd vest in,the State.''

I

_a
; .  : ' ì : ' . ,  r . :  . i , r l  ? ' , : : , ! . j  ,  i :  i : . . . . ,  ,



I
I
I
t
t
t
t
t
t
I
I
I
I
t
t
t
t
t
I
I
I

T

8T.{TITIES OF CAI.IFORNIA Ich.303

GH.{PTEB. 303

tcd bt Govår'rlor tfry 0. 19ú?, Yllôd Elth
8ec¡rt¡rr ot 8bt. lHrZ t, l9f ?.1

The pooplø of ì Iote of Cslíf o',rriû ih ensct as f ol,hws:

Ssorro¡t 1.
,'/

28128 of jthe 
Glovern¡re¡t Code it

o¡¡rended to read:
táenty+ighth class tbe following

the serwicer required by tþeno
by law or by virtue of theìr,

'  \ c ,
E I'e8,t.

(a) The auditor, six thous¡nil
thc following sums:
thundred doilars ($6,600)

n

iû connection therevith shalt evsr be made, autbori¡ed. or per.
nitted by seid di¡trict or it¡ Euacßsors.

prqveuents takeu or the d,auages to such i¡terest.' Ssc. 2. This ect shall beeome operative November 21, IgEl.

Iú qtlæl
lhptÉDÞ.r
11,  ¡p37

- \
lrr f,¡¡L
Obtæo
Cormrtî
Gonpro¡¡-
t!¡

28128. In a county of tl€
sh¿ll recaivo as eompens¿tion

(b) lte disrrict attorney, uine dolla¡s ($9,000) s
oñce hours to theyear. Ee shall devoto'hi¡ eniire time

work of the coulfyr,'and Stst¿ and. is
in privete.work yithin offiæ hou¡g, 1
work of the cou.nfyr,a¡d Stat¿ and. is prohibîù
in privete work çithin ofice hou¡g, TLi¡ does

frou, engaging
! pteclude hi¡'¡

from coltinuhg'ol concludirg any private i¡ which he
appeared of,¡éord prior to tãHul õücu.
" (o) Esch "¡¡perrisor, for all ürri.o; (o) Esch "nrperrisor, -ttãtrü rcquired \t ni- rt

hund¡¿d fl6il¡* (${5dsg ye.arruþewisor four-thousand ûve hund¡¿d doü¡¡ì ($4,5dh¿ ye¡¡
aud his_ actual erpenlea necersaril¡ i¡curred in the perì'o¡p-
a¡ce of cour¡ty busi¡esa witl;" tho county, ûot tó e¡ced¿

\ . '
\ ccf tu q,mand Seotí0,¡t 28128 of thc Goter¡mant Q/d,e, rdet-

ìtø fo comn¿¡satía¡ fa¡ tll'blic râñricr! in conitî¿s of th¿
\ .trg to competrsatíaa for gùlìc s¡nric¿s ìn coyitìes of thc
. føètttg-eighfL ctoss. /r'
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þheries, and prouid'ing for-and, 
control. tl¿ereof , rcserainf

tenuror;e$,uyo$voe¡3ä,TîI"¡itl,tlJÈIIt"u*t*

The-peopte of the¡Støt¿ of Cøtiforníod,o endct asf ollows:

Srcrrox 1. fhele is hereby
E¿rbor Distrist, hereinafter cal
dívision of the St¿te of Califo:

-That p
0rdinarY
Ellel the¡
bounded, on the nórth l¡y that c

0n
s ' t
Ly

degrees,'uo mínutes rrest ther¡
. mo-st southerlY }ine of I¡ot 7 i

Pismo M¿nor No. 1, Íß Per rD
page 76
CountY
the P'ac
salt ma¡sh, tidelands, nrbmerg

Creelr.
district, and its suceessors, in

ès a¡d, úpon tbo erPress condi'
tío¡s following, to'wit :

(

" Íuc
of

. for the const¡tction' m¿inte:' 
wh¡nes, d,ocirs, Piers, slips,
tures, fasiüties and. aPPliance

¿ .



-

I
i

I
I

I
I
I
I

* 2 *

pronotion and êcconeodation of somüetae'eud navígation by
sÍr as ìreU ss by water, md for the oonstnrcti
and, operation thereon of public buililings aud
playgroundE auil for publìe reuoational pu
d,istrict, or its Buccessorr¡, shall not at eny time, grant' coqve¡
give or alien ßsid, lðnds, 0r auy psrt thereof, to any iaÉi'
víduaì, û¡m or corporation for auy ¡Iürposes whatsoevÊri-Pto'
vided' th¿t s¿id tlíslrict, or Ítr $rccÊ$ro¡ìq rtty gmnü f¡e¡rchi¡€s
thereon fo¡ limited prriods (but ín uo eveut erceeding l0' 

pubtio uses and PurPoses aûd
¿rt thereof, for limited Periods
yctn¡)r for eonsisteut

e Stste of
Califo¡nia, ürd wíth a¿d. navi'
gation at s¿id h¡rbo: a,in, rents from sqeh
leases, franchises and privileges iucludins those certain leasæ
(1) between the State ìf talllornia asù PorÈ $an Luis Tr¿ns-
portation Compan¡ dat¿d Ä,pril 18, 1951, a¡ amended. ïfarcb
â0, tg5+ (P. IL.C,-560.1), (2t bet¡veea the State of CaliÊornìa
¡nd tbe Union Oil Compauy of C¿lifogri", dated lrebnrary 28,- -), 

aud (A) between the St¿te ol
Pscking CorPoration a¡rd C¿ruel

ûated, Sept (P. 3* q. -644.Ð_.
ds ohaü be ifuproved by saÌd

distrist \rithi¡ 10 yea¡s of tbo efiectirs d¡t f this act without
etpençe to the Stat€, aað shall ahrayE remein available {or
public use for all purposes soüsistent çiÊb the tn¡st under
rrticU the State holds iovereiga la¡fls, and, the $tåte of Cali-
forni¿ shail bave st all times [Ue ríSUt to use, without charge,

n*rH
other watercraft or ¡

owned or operated. by the Ststê of C¡.lifonda- II the St¿te
I¡ands Com¡niqsion dele¡¡dnes that ths tlieEiat ha,s fsitÊô dur-

, ing said, I0.yenr period. to üaprovo seitl l¡nde a¡ herein re-' 
qulred, alt right, iitle, and iðtãrest of saÍd distüct iu ¿n4 to
¡in h¡¿s g"a;teå by thÌs a^st sbsll seße ssd. sÂid lasds sbs¡I
tevert ¿nd, vest ín the State,

(a) îhat in the ¡îqÍâgênent, conduoü or
hrrbor, or of e¡ly of the utilities, struetu¡

iu paragraph (s), no
es oi in-faõilitibs"Îor ¿¡$y use or se¡:vicE

,with ahsll ever be uade, authorized' ot Per-
- mitted by saiü district or iu ciuqqsssors.

(ù) Ehere Ís hereby reseweü hovwer, ín the peopla of tbe
State of Calífornia tÈs sbsqlut€ rÍghi to üsh iu {he ltråter$ of
said hs¡bor with tbe right of co¡reurient aacæ¡ to ¡aið wa\ers
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over saÍd l¿¡rds for said purposes together with the rigbt ofuavigatiou. ' 5 --- --Þ ':'-'

d aud resaryed, to the State of

- cribed arc ganted, srbject to theerp¡es¡¡ reservation a¡rd coudition ttet"tnõ-b-tat¿ mût ^f anitiue in the fuü¡re usg sai¿ ianãs ;-aoîïã;il. rhereof fo¡highway purposes, n"itUoui .îro

rpon the pfoperry t¿keu by the
¡ensation shall be made tô the
v'alue of his i¡teræt ín the in-
ges to such ÍateresL
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